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PREFACE 


E5 E Sujbeft of the following Diſcourſe being matter of Fatt, the leſs Apo- 
| logy will be required; nor needs it many Arguments to Demonſtrate what 
we ſee and feel, viz: That the French have within this 45 Tears, not only by 
Increaſe 'of Trade , Enriched their Country, but alſo Multiplied their Shipping 
to that degree, that the Effet thereof hath occafioned the Effuſion of ſo much 
Blood Js, Treaſure i» theſe late Tears ; and how much more few can tell. 

The Conſequences that have happened, T long fince fore-ſaw, and publickly de- 
clared my Fears, that unleſs ſome ſpeedy method were taken, the French would 
ina ſhort time Engroſs the whole Woollen-ManufaZture, and conſequently Trade 
it ſelf, to the irreparable Damage of this Kingdom. 

And tho the Wer with France hath coſt Vs ſo many Millions, yet 7 queſtion 
not but the Peruſal of the following Sheets will convince all Perſons, that rather 
regard the Publick Intereſt than ſome Private Convenience that may attend them- 
ſetves; that had there been no War ( ſpeaking humanely) we ſhould have (ere 
this time) loſt the whole Profit of the Exportation of the ſaid Woollen-Manu- 
facture, (amounting to ſeveral Millions in Value Tearly ; ) the French ( before 
the War) having made ſo great Progreſs therein, that they had not only Prohi- 
bited our Cloth and Stuffs to be Imported into France, but had alſo 6 far ad- 
vanced themſelves in that ManufaCture, as to Export the ſame into many Fo- 
reign Parts, as Mr. Andrew Marvel hath formerly ſhewed at large, in a Pa- 
per Printed in the Tear 1677, a part of which is inſerted in tbe following Diſ- 
courſe. 

And if this be the true ſtate of the Cafe in the Infancy of the ſaid Woollen- 
Manufacture 7» France, as it was before the War (if @ Peace were concluded) 
what the Conſequences will be when that King ſhall enlarge and bring it to a 
greater Perfettion, rational and wiſe Men may judge 

And when ever a Peace may be Concluded betwixt England and France , an- 
leſs ſucha Provijion be made while we are at War to keep the Ballance of Trade, 1 
do foreſee (* who have been alme}t 30 Tears obſerving the Deſigns of France to get 
the Trade from Vs )the evil Conſequence to England of that Peace which may end 
in oar Reine ; as was admirably well olferved lately by anather Han:), viz. That 

Peace 
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Peace made up with an Enemy , whoſe Power is too Strong, and lus Fideli- 


ty too Weak, is only a Cob-Web-Lawn to break through at pleaſure ; and * 


a Reconciliation of Friendſhip with'fuch a Prince, is the only means to Im- 
power him, to be more agerous , "becauſe tiren a more Surpriſing = 
my : Should Frame in lier Pteſent (of rather Lite Greatneſs) give a Cel- 
ſation to Hoſtillity , 'tis certain ſhe can never give a Ceſſation to her Am- 
bition ; and'tis as certain that War is only rak'd up, not quench'd, when 


the Coals of Ambition are {tl glowing, that any convenient Ruprure 
v 


may {er it freſh a blazing, to that Aſpirer that fo vulably aims at Univerſal 
Monarchy ; Univerſal Peace can be no more than a Diiguiſe: In ſhort ir 
any prefent Accommodation with France,her holding her Hand will be n« 
other than to take Breath to enable her to make a ſtronger Blow. 

The Conſideration of theſe T, bings , hath all along prompted me ( as a» Englill: 
Man) to wſe the utmoſt of my Endeavours in the Pee I have ſtood in for [0 man 
Tears, to prevent the Deſigns of France on England,zhat thoſe Things threatnea 
may be prevent: d, otherwife 1 had not appeared in Print at this Time, being 
rather enclined to be more Retire, eſpecially when I Reflett upon the Diſcor- 
ragement aud Dificalties I have met withal in my former Undertaking ; of 
which I have gjven a ſhort Account in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, but more 
at large in another, written by me ſometime fince, for the clearing my ſelf of 
ſome Malicious Imputations fuggeſted againſt me in my ſaid former Under- 
takings ; nor did 1 however intend to be named in this Paper, when 1 put it 
to the Preſs ; tut finding my Name made uſe of in ſeveral Projefts about 
Raiſing of Money, and i bringing in a Bill to lefien the Penalties about 
the Exportation of Wool ; => which occaſioned the Miſtake of divers of 
my Friends, who thereby were induced to believe me concerned in Matters 
which were utterly againſt their Opinion ; .and indeed I may preſume to offer 
my thoughts, will inſtead of preventing, be rather an Encouragement to the 
(id Exportation ; and if Experience for near Thirty Tears may be credited, 
there is nothing now wanting in Point of Law but Execution 4 and if there were a 
Theuſand Laws made and not Executed,it is juſt the ſame as if none at all. Theſe 


Reaſons amongſt others have prevail d with me to Subſcribe my Name, and to 


make aſe of this Opportunity to declare, That I am not Engaged in any of thoſe 
Matters which my Friend's might take to be againſt my former Opinion in this 
Caſe, and which, 1 believe, will rather redound to the prejudice than good 

the Publick ; not that I would be conſtrued to Reflett upon any Perſon under 
Miſtakes, being charitable to all; tho in the following Diſcourſe 1 have been 
Somewhat ſharp on thoſe 1 judged to be willful Enemiesto their own Trade 


and Nation. FA 
Willam Carter. 
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Lthough it be beyond all Diſpute, 
A that the French King (who not 
many years ago was very incon- 
ſiderable both in Trade and Shipping )is now 
become ſo formidable, as to be able to 
make War with ſo great a part of Europe, 
inſomuch that-very lately he bid fair to be 
Emperor thereof. 

And though the Matter of Fact be clear; 
yet it is by many made a Queſtion, How ſo 
prodigious an Alteration ſhould come to 
paſs in ſo ſhort atime. For notwithſtan- 
ding it be notorious, that that King's In- 
tereſt was very great in the two laſt 
Reigns, and thereby he obtain'd many Ad- 
vantages here, not only Moulds of our 
heſt Ships of War, but ſome Materials 
for their Building z and had it not been 
for a great Man now of Their Majeſties 
moſt Honourable Privy-Council, much 
of our beſt: Timber had been long fince in 
France: For'the Dutcheſs of : Portſmouth 
having a Grant of Forty thouſand Pounds, 
which was to be raiſed out of the Tim- 
ber growing in the New Forreſt, and that 
of Sherwood his Lordihip prevented 


that Miſchief, which had it not been done | 


with great Prudence, it would have been of 
a badConſequence to England. For which he 
was ſuddenly after, and tor eſpouſing the 
Prince of Orange's Intereſt, condemned in 
the Court of France,and brought out of Fa- 
vqur. here, (to the Honour of that Noble 
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T he renewing ofa CAVEAT Enmred in our Court 
ſeveral Years agoe againſt theGrowth of FRANCE. 


Lord, let it be remembred for the Good 
of England. , againſt the Deſigns of 
France. ) 

And although it de too true, that the 
{aid Dutcheſs promoted the French Inte- 
reſt here, by which many Advantages 
were procured thereby from Englzrd to 
France, (which may be elſewhere enlJar- 
ged) yet that was but as Flaſhes in a Ri- 
ver, for a Seaſon : But its Trade, that is 
the- main Spring or Fountain that gives 
Life unto, and that doth maintain, Riches 
and Strength to any Nation, Kinzdom, or 
People. 

And though in Trade it ſelf its gene- 
rally reported, that Frarce (by way of 
Barter ) got from England upwards of a- 
Million of Pounds Sterling per Annum, for 
ſeveral Years laſt paſt, which is only 
known by the Entries iade in our Cu- 
ſtom Hoi -Books ; yet this ( to thoſe 
that know the [ntrigues of that People) 
may not be ne half in value of the Goods 
imported from France. For that which 
comes in by Stealth ( and of ſuch ſome 
Perſons are ſo fond, as to-give double if 
not treble the worth of it only to have 
the name of French) may be as much 
io the Sum, if not mere than what 1s r1- 
ly and really entered, which tor the mot 
part are bulky Commodiries, | 

And as our Loſs in the Trade with 
France is about Two Millions per Arun, 
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by the Importation of their Commoiiries 
here ; ſo irs preſumed, (on very good 
grounds) that the Exportation of our 
Wool thither , unwroyght , enriches 
France much more than all the Impor- 
tation of French Goods into England, 

So that if France, for upwards of twen- 
ty Years laſt paſt, bath gained only from 
Enzsland more than Four Millions per Ar- 
num (belides what that King hath gain'd 
out of other Countries by his Intrigues,) 
it is humbly preſumed,the Queſtion before 
ſtated (viz.) (How Fgance in ſo ſhort 
time became ſo great ?) is 1n a great mea- 
ſure an{wercd, 

When on the other Hand, England ( if 
true to its real Intereſt) mighr quickiy 
turn the Scales, and beat France without 
Fizhting, though not now. For there are 
but few Princes or States, that have ſuch 
zneans to ſupport their Splendor, as the 
Kings and Queens of England : Nor. few 
(if any) Countries, ſuch {taple Commodi- 
tics, as this Kingdom hath 3 yet thoſe 
Advantages were never as yet improved as 
they might be: And as to what might have 
been formerly done of this Nature, Sir 
I/ alter Rawlsigh propounded to King Fames 
the I. that rhe Native Commodities of 
Encoland, with other Trafick,might. have 
bezn then improved Three Millions of 
Pounds Sterling per Annum, beyond what 
' they taen came £o,and that the Revenue of 

the Crown might proportionably increaie 
thereby. If Matters ſtood thus at that 
time, woful Experience tells us (as be- 
tore mentioned) that the Caſe is now far 
v-orie : . For inſtezd of increaſing , 
we bave loſt ſo many Millions by the [n- 
trigues of France , which will more par- 
ticularly appear in the ſequel of this Dit 
courſe, 

The moſt of the Goods, which 
are now. yearly imported into this King- 
doin, being to the Yalug of feveral Mil- 
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lions of Pounds Sterling per Annum, are 
no otherwile anſwered, but by the value 
of the Commogities which are exported; 
the Balk of which conſiſts chiefly in our 
Woolen ManutaCture, as being the great 
ſuppert of our Trade and Shipping, For 
before King Edward the [1]. the Burgunder 
enjoyed that Advantage, in making of a 
Yard of Cloth, of Engliſh Waol coſt 
Etghteen Pence, worth then Tea Shillings, 
to the enriching of that People, and advan- 
cing the Revenue of their Princes ; which 
being perceived by the ſaid King Edward, 
upon a Vilit made by himſelf to tfie Duke 
of Burgundy ;,, during his Reſidence there, 
be employed ſuch able Agents amongſt the 
F.emiſh Clothiers, ſo effeCtually repreſen- 
Ling to them the Danger they were in by 
the Bordering War with France, the pea- 
ceable Condition of England, and the Free- 
dom of the People that are Subjefts here, 
that he found them inclinable to accept 
an Invitation to come over hither, he pro- 
miling them the ſame Privileges and Im- 
muaities with his own Subjects ; by which 
Means he prevailed witha great number of 
them to.come into Ezglard foon after him, 
where he moſt royally performed thoſe 
Promiſes: He alſo called home many of 
his own Subjects, who had been long ſet- 
led in Flanders; and then ſtrictly prohibi- 
ted the Exportation of Wool. 

50 the Trade of Cloth was then ſettled 
in England; but the ManufaQture of Bays, 
Says, and Perpetuanies, &c. ( which is 
now almoſt half the Woolen Manufatture 
of this Kingdom) was nar ſet up here till 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, but was 
till then wholly carried on in Flander , 
with Engizjh Wool z ſo that by theſe two 
Princes the Woolen ManufaCture came to 
be ſettled in England: By which Means, 
as our Wealth came greatly to encreaſe, 
lo we became more powerful in Shipping; 
which Greatneſs of our Trade,and Strengrh 
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of our Shipping, founded on that,hath been 
zot only obſerved, but of late emulated 
by the French King, And leeing it was 


clearly diſcerned, that the chieteſt Means , 


tor the Maintenance of it proceeded from 
car Woolen Manufacture, the ſaid French 
king hath foP ſeveral Years laſt paſt uſed 
all Means to get our Wool to France; and 
then prohibit the {aid ManutaCQture , 
which is of ſo great Concern to England. 
For the ſaid Manufacture, being expor- 
ted together with its Returns, doth pay 
more than three Fourths of the Cuſtoms ; 
and conſequently the ſame in proportion 
are the Ships and Seamen employed there- 
by ; and it Goth nat only give Lite to all 
Trade, but a Value to Land ; by which 
Means alſo all other Branches of the Re- 
venue of the Crown 2re pruportionably 
increaſed. But my Lord Cook, ſaith,-that 
Its much. more; . For ,, faith he, D#- 
vide the Exported Native Commodities of this 
Kingdom imo Ten Parts; and what comes 
from the: Sheep's back 13 in Y alue Nine Parts ; 
which, as before hinted, the F:cuch King 
hath uſed all Arts and Means, for above 
twenty Years,to epcourage this Woolen 
ManufaCture in his own Dommions ; not 
only to furniſh þis own. Countrey, but to 
export it to Foreign Parts,which were for- 
merly ſupplied by us; to the increaſtng of 
their Riches and Strength by Sea, (now fo 
formidable) and then by ſo wuch the les 
Place or . Probability there will be, that 
we (hould furniſh rhem ar-export it into 
foreign Parts 3 and thenglſo io much the 
greater Rop mult of .necellity be put to 
the vending of our Woolen Manufacture 
beyond the Seas; becauſe there is a 
determin'd Quantity thereof _ - conſu- 
med in. the Trading World. Ayd is it 
not as manifeſt, taat by how . much 
our ManufaCture decays, our Trade and 
Wealth muſt decay ; and the Strength of 
ut Stuipping maluly depending thereon, 
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muſt decay alſo? and conſequently the 
Revenug-okshe Crown, not ouly in the 
Cuſtoms, but in all other Brancaes of the 
faid Revenue that do depend upon 
Trade. 

So that, if it be from ourManufafture 
that the Riches of this Nation comes, 
and if ic be chiefly from thence that our 
Shipping is Employed, and our Mari- 
ners bred; if it be from our Trading 
alone, and from the Riches which our 
Trading brings in, that their Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms are Raiſed, and that our Fleets 
have been hitherto Built.and Maintained, 


and the Dominion of the Seas preſerved, 


then it is and muſt be from our Manu- 
factures, that our Trade is increaſed, and 
by which the Rents of the Nobility and 
Gentry have been advanced. 

And therefore it may be eaſily granted, 
that there is no hizher Temporal latereft 
10 the Nation, than that which ſuſtains the 
Nobility and Gentry's Rents, that which 
preſerves their Majeſt:es Revenues, and 
increaſes our Navy and Shipping. 

Then in regard our Manufacture doth 
this,the Encouragemeat of it mult necet[a- 
rity be the greateit Intereſt of taeNation, 


.to-preſerve itzbut for the want of due care 


therein, the French have gained fo much 
from, us, as before mentioned, which hath 
ſo highly contributed to their Riches and 


Strength at Sea, and coniequevtly to the 


Impoverithing of us,eyen the whole Kings 
dom of England: Which Evils 1 did not only 
long fince toreite, but publickly declare 
above 20 years ago,and with ſome warmri 
too; and alſo, with nolittle Importunity, 
preſented the ſame to King Charles 11. and 
upon ſeveral occaſions lince,. renewed the 
{ame,(v5z.) that France was then Learning 
to be too hard for us, whick is roo too 
true to be denied: And as I did it to thoſe 
in Authority; ſol did it, alſo, both to the 
Merchants and Clotkiers 3, and not reiting 
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there, | have alſo ſpent the greateſt 
part of ny (mall Eſtate,aaduhenbuce (15 


well 2s loit 2 proficable Trade) about it, 


. with the trequznt hazard of my Life, to- . 


gether with many and great Indignires, 
which | have horn ap uader, becauſe my 
L.abovwr has not been altogether Fruitleſs : 
though by my Importarity, | have rendred 
my ſelf Burdenilome to 1ome, a Scorn 
and Reprozch to others, when [| have on- 
ly Realoned in my Diſcourſe, and pub - 
lickly declared, what I had too much 
groand .for, (v:z.) that the Diligence of 
the French to enrich themlelves upon us, 
hath ſo far exceeded our Care to preſerve 
our ſelves, that it is meds if not be- 
yond, 3 Qneſtion, Who have the greateſt 
. benefit of the ManufaQture of Engliſh 
Wool, (of ſo great conſequence) They 
who have noRight unto it,or to whom of 
right it doth belong (as the very Founda- 
tion of all our Riches and Strengthz) that 
it 1s ſo, is too too obvious, (viz.) that 
France will be too hard for us by the ſteps 
already made cherein z deſiring a ſerious 
conlideration, and comparing the Pra- 
&tice of the French King (aſliſted by 
the. Counſel and Advice of Monſieur Col- 
bert,bred a Merchant)with what was done 
formerly by King Eadw. the 3d, that as 
the ſaid King Edward wiſely tranſated his 
Aﬀairs in Flanders, in bringing over hi- 
ther the ManufaQurers to the Wook tn 
Eneland, ſo the ſaid French King, by. his 
Agents here, is uſing no lefs Policy 11 
Yaining oar Wool to his Subjects for his 
own advantage; for without our Wool 
they could never imitate our Manufacture, 
2l] other Wool being inſufficient for that 
uſe ; but having our Wool in ſuch great 
Quantities, even in the Years 1669,1670, 
and 1671, that they gave out, that they 
could make as good Manufacture as ours; 
and further added, tnat they were got 
into away of making a low ſort of Cloth 


(65) 


called Serge De-berry, which comes as 
cheap as Nortbern Cloth, but made of 
Englith Wool, 

Atter all theſe TranſaCtions, comes 
forth an Anſwer by way of Objz@ion a- 
gainſt what | had done, Entitled, Reaſons 
for a limited Exportation of Wool, pre- 


tending it was tor England's Intereſt ; 


which came forth in the year 1676. to 
which I made my Reply, which I ſhall not 
here inler:, but only crave leave hurt 
to abſtre&t the Inrroduttion to that Diſ- 
courſe, (viz.) | muſt needs ſay, that | 
had no thoughts of appearing in Publick 
any more, and could not calily have been 
nioved thereunto,(my'diſcouragements ha- 
ving been ſo great) had not the importu. 
nity ot ſome Friends dealing much in that 
Manufecture, and my Zeal and Aﬀettion 
to the Trade aud Commerce of this my 
Native Country, (which 'is at preſent 
ſolely maintained by the Woolen Manu- 


'fafture of it) raiſed my fears ſo far, as to 


believe a great Prejudice 1s coming upon 
us; and (o far as to doubt alſo, that we 
may be haſtning of it by thoſe very Means, 
we would endeavour to prevent it. 


And therefore l cannot;but;like the dumb 


Child, - ſpeak when 'he ſaw a Knife 
at his Fathers Throat; I mean when Icon- 
ſider the extremity we are like to be in, 
from the Frezch Kings Vigilancy, and the 
endeavours that \he hath of late uſed to 
acquire the making of 'the Woolen Ma- 
nuta&ture in his own Dominions,and whit 
Artifices, and vaſt Expence, he doth uſe 
and is at, to effeft his ſaid Deſign, both in 
France, and by his Agents here in England, 
even at this very day, notwithſtanding 
he is engaged in a War with fo great 4 
part of Ewrope ; and if he doth this in 
the very midſt of” his Diftraftions, what 


will he not do? or, what may we not ex- 
pect hereafter, when he ſhall be at Peace 
with all his Neighbours ? {1 


An' 


And if the French King be deligning by 
all ways and Means to unde1 mine our Com- 
Merce, and: by it prejudice us in our 
Trade, and Strength by Sea,l may,l hope, 
be pardoned, if | am more than inditfe- 
rently concerned, or mote than ordina- 
rily warm, to think, we thould erdeavour 
to perfect bisDetign by delivering op our 
Wool, the Foundation of io Rich a Ma- 
nutaCture, into his hands; nor can we 
thick hereafter to recover our Woollen 
MznuſaCtnre once loſt, or to preſerve the 
King's Cuſtoms or the Strength of this 
Kingdom;withour it 3 for ve mult be ve- 
ry ſhort-ſighted it we underſtand nor, 
thzL,after he hath ſupplied his own Coun- 
tryhe will alſo fupply other foreign Mar- 
kets (as already begun, which will appear 
by the Teſtimony of another hand which 
| ſhall 2dd)ro gain ag advantage to him- 
ſelf; for it he may (as heatready does) 
break the Laws of Commerce, and Jay 
what Impoſitions he pleaſeth, npon our 
Cloth, &c. (yea prohibit the fame) 
while we had 2 Peace with him, why may 
he not -alſo lay what Impoſrtion he pleaſe 
upon our Ships that may come near his 
Territories ? 

And when our Commerce is loſt, and 


. our MannfaC&ture gone, and our Ships 1m- 


poſed upon that ſhall paſs the Seas, what 
hail be left ro defend our ſelves from 
whatſoever he ſhall (for the Greatneſs of 
tis Name) think fit to require of us? 
Give me now leave to add the Teſtimo- 
ry of another perſon, who wrote npon 
tiis Snbject about the: year, 77, but 'camhe 
lately ro thy hands, Mr: Andrew Aarvell 


who obſerves,That rhe French, mbo weremot 


long ſince at beſt but the Milliners of Europe, 
are now become,or pretend tobe,the Cape-Mer- 
chants,and their King gives n0t only the Mode, 
tut Garment to all Ciriſtendom, 4nd the 
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World puts it ſelf into his 'Livery at their 
own ExPences*,* well may We therefore com. 
plain of the Death rather than Deadneſs of 
our Manufatture, when from this Cauſe it 
rec:ives ſuch an Obſtruttion even to Suffoca» 
tion, when we are not only deprived of that 
general and gainful Vent that we had for- 
nierly in France it {4 but in all other 
places where we Traffick,, we meet the French 
at every Town, and the Foreign Poſt brings 
News from ell parts, that they come before m4, 
and hav. nnderfold us in the ſame Commo- 
ates. 

And to this Diſeaſe ſo Anal, ard 
which is beyond any private Mun 10 remedy, 
we ds more particularly contribute by thoſe 
vaſt quantities of Wool, which are Tranſported 
to France, ſo that Calice 1s ſtil! no leſs our 
Staple, than whin ut was formerly under the 
Engliſh Dom1nton.. 

From the whole matter I then con- 
clude, (viz.)in the year 1657. That not 
only the Clothing Trede, but the very 
Intereſt of the Nation was at Stake, and 
in h#zard to be utrerly loſt; which there 
was juſt cauſe to ſnipeft would come to 
pals, if the ſame were not with Induſtry 
and Diligence prevented ; and if this all 
would not move us, I thought it then im- 
pertinent to infiſt on leſſer Arguments 
upon - which confideration I was then, 
as allo before, - prompted ſingly. as an 
PEG ufe my utmoſt Endeavour 

unwearted Diligence, to try what 
might be done, towards the finding out 
tome Method, that might prevent- the 


threatned Ruin, (by the French King) and 


that' ſore good part of what is loſt may 
be Tog4in'd (and why not that Kingdom 
be under the Engliſh Government, as well 
as part of the Tirhes of our King.) 
Theſe endeavours being uſed in the two 
late Reigns, in which I drew up the _ 
an 


and ſirove zgainſt the Stream, yet, it's 
viſible,l did many a time ſtem theTide,till 
hnge Torrents caine down upon me, yet 
1 did nevertheleſs recover again, though 
with hard Rowing ;z and in the very laſt 
year of the late King, when Addreſling 
his Majeſty with ſome Clothiers of Exor 
and Taunton, in behalf of 200, that then 
kept 10000- poor people at work, com- 
plaining of the Frerch prohibiting the 
Engliſh Woolen ManufaQture; after 
thar Diſcourſe was over, the Kiog 
then told me, That the French Em- 
baſſador had complain'd, that I had di- 
#mvcd the French King's Fiſhermen, did 
return this Aniwer, that I owned the 
Charge, and was glad of the Seaſon (for 
Il had heard before of Complaints of that 
nature, made at the Treaſury, and 
at the Cuſtom- Houſe, where | made my 
Defence, and prevented the ſaid De- 
fgn) to give his Maj.ity an Anſwer, I did 
conteſs, that 1 head diſturbed them, by 
cauſing above 20 of them to be taken and 
condemned to his own uſe, for that they 
had broken the Laws, and came on ſhoar 
and fetched our Wool, that was the Fijh- 
ing which was diſturb'd; which I told 
his Majeſty was the Foundation both of 
his Riches and Strength : and moreover [ 
added, that had 1 not beeny greatly dit- 
courayed, thoſe Gentlemen then preſent 
Addreſling his Majeſty, would not have 
had the occaſion of giving him that trou- 
ble; this Relation is nothing but truth, the 
perſons then preſent being my Witnelles. 

I may Without offence add, that theSea- 
ſon of this Addreſs was ſuch,that his Maje- 
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ſty was then, in a quarter of an hour af-, 


ter wecarhe forth from his Preſence, vi. 
lited by Father Peter, Sir Edward Hales, 
and Sir John Gage, that came to inter- 
cede for three perſons then Proſecuted for 
Exporting of Wool to France, one of 
which was the then Mayor of Galloway, 
who confeſt a [Judgment of 22000 U. and 
the Earl of T yrconel wrote in his behalf,but 
the ſaid King rejeCted the Motion; but the 
Matter was again endeavour at theTrea- 
ry, Which | ſtill watched, and put in C«- 
veats, and prevented the deſign of his 
Diſcharge. 

Now if I did go ſo far then, againſt 
the French Intereſt, ſhall I deſpond now 
in this Government, when not only Eng. 
land, but a great part of Europe, is ig 
actual War with them? Now is the Sea- 
ſon,in this very thing, to Humble Fraxce, 
which if we ler (bp, it's very probable, 
there may never be the like Opportunity. 

But after al), | ſuppoſe another Que- 
ſtion may ariſe ; viz. How this may be 
done? l anſwer, though 'tis not in my 
power todo; yet to propoſe to ſuch as 
can, [I ſhall readily, as I have not omit- 
ted hitherto what lay in my power, in 
order to the compleating ſo great an Un- 
dertaking ; but there are many things not 
fo proper to be made publick, that may 
greatly contribute to the effefting ſo ne- 
cellary a Work 3 which I ſhall not only 
offer (with all Submiſſion) when called 
thereto , bur really and indeed put in 
practice whei commanded ; and there- 
fore deſire to be excuſed from offering 
that to publick View, which may fur- 
niſh French Agents with ſuch Matter, as 
may render the whole abortive, 
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For tho* we have ſeen and too 
much felt the power of France, 
and that ſome perſons are very 
apt to magnifie that Monarch, 
and yet the poverty of the genc- 


rality of thar People with the. 


Inland Countries being Depo- 
pulated by which a great ſcar- 
city of Corn have been the effect 
thereof, and the preart loſs in 
their Trade at preſent, ought a 
little to be conſidered to bal- 
lance their greatneſs. 

And tho' we have too much 
cauſe to fear ( but not deſpair ) 
that we are in alanguiſhing con- 
dition, yet when I have conſi- 
dered how near /reland was 
loſt, I would in my greateſt de- 
ſpondency entertain ſome ho 
for Erglaxd alſo: Tho' tis the 
fear of ſome, and too juſtly 
that without more than ordi- 
nary skill to abate the power of 
France , all our endeavours to 
that end will prove Fruitleſs. . 

There was a time, and that not 
long fince, when England alone 
was able to Bridle that Prince 
and hold the Reins, fo as to be 
able to have turned about that 
Monarch as it pleaſed ; but now 
we ſee that neither ZExg/and, or 
Hilland, or both with their uni- 
ted ſtrength at Sea, nor all the 


Confederates at Land, can as 


Ry” 


yet give check to the Ambition 
of that aſpiring King. 

And altho' in land, we 
have formerly made ſeveral As 
to curb that Prince, and con- 
tinued two of them lately, which 


were ready to expire, yet the - 


experience of the time paſt hath 
demonſtrated thatlittle hath been 
done, and as little may be ex 
pected for the future, till thoſe 
Acts are put into ſtrict Executi- 
on, (without which they are 
dead and uſeleſs) which if we 
deſign to do, we muſt reaſume 
that antient and generous Tem- 
per, that heretofore ran ſo freely, 
and did circulate in Eng/;/b Veins, 
which did preſerve the liberty of 
free born Zxg/i/bh-Men, and not 
to ſuffer our ſelves to be impo- 
ſed upon, and made Slaves to 
France, by our own folly, for if 
we expect to live by our Laws 
as a free People, we ought to 
uſe the means to ſupport them, 
by a ſtrit Execution, and that 
cannot be well done, but by ſuch 
perſons, who will make it their 
Intereſt, as well as their duty to 
Execute the ſame, and alſo made 

capable of it. LW 
And if our Predeceſſours, thar 
were inflrumental in procuring 
for us ſome of thoſe great Privi- 
ledges, which we now enjoy , 
B were 
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were ſhort of that experience 
which we have ſince attain'd to, 
it ſhould call upon us to confid:r 
what may be expected irom us, 
who have arrived to greater 
knowledege , and have more 
and better Laws to affiſt us, tor 
our preſervation, and thereupon 
we ought to Improve our Pri- 
viledges as a free People, and 
to have attained many more and 
greater advantages, fince the 
Reign of that Famous Queen 
Elizabeth, whoſe Miniſters a- 
greed altogether againſt the 
common Enemy which was then 


the Spaniard, and tho' we have ' 


to our ſhame, loſt many of 
thoſe advantages, which was 
once in our hands, to have kept 
the French King lower, yet now 
if we were once true to our reall 
Intereſt we might give a great 
 check\,it not a turn to that Haugh- 
ty Prince, but then there muſt be 
a great change amongſt us, for 
notwithſtanding our preſent War 
with France, and the prohibiti- 
on of French Commodities, yet 
our general deſire is for thar 
* which hath the name of Fraxce 
writ upon it (tho' we have al. 
_ ready paid and like to pay de- 
arer yet) wherein I need not 
deſcend to particulars ; but in- 
cert one Parragraph out of Mr. 


Fames Whiflon Diſcourſe of 


' Trade, Printed the laſt Year, 


(viz.) 

But if there be a necefity that 
our Luxury muſt be indulged, 
there is nothing to that purpoſe 
that France could afford, which 
the Induſtry of our Friends and 
Confederates cannot ſupply us 
withals, hating- of late in their 
ſeveral Countries ſet up ſome 
Manufattors, which if the War 
continues, will be ſo Eſtabliſhed, 


* that neither we nor they {hall ever 


ſtand in need of being beholding. 
fo France for them again, to the 
utter and Trreparable damage of 
that Kingdom. And thereby we 
Jhall vent greater quantities of oar 
own Commodities in return {cr 
what we receive from them z whilſt 
our Trade with France, did no- 
thing but furniſh us with Trifles in 
lieu of thoſe vaſt Sums of Ster- 
ting they have rrawn from us. 
And though we ſhll in a great 
meaſure enrich ſeveral of our Con- 
federate Neighbours, as well as 
Advantage our ſelves, yet it will 
never put them into ſuch a condi- 
tion of doing us hurt as our Trade 
with France hath done, 

I will add another Parragrah 
out of the ſame Author, v2. 

Where Trade is, there will be 
Imployment ; where Impl.yment is, 
| thither 


thither People will reſort ; and 
where People reſort, there will be 
a Conſumption of Commodities , 
and thereby the *Publick; Revenue 
will be raiſed: So that would we 
onee make Trade flouriſh we need 
not doubt but People from all 
parts of the Glob, would reſort 
bither to enjoy themſelves, and 
improve their Stocks, which for- 
merly. by reaſon of the Shackles 
upon Conſcience, the continuance 
of which ſo long Depopulated thi 
Nation, both by diſcouraging Inge: 
miows Perſons from repairing hi- 
ther, and Cramping the Induſtry 
of others that remain by — 
them a prey to each other ; whic 

deadly wound did not end here, 
but Debauchery and Prophaneſs 
were encreaſed to ſuch a degree, 
| that the Nation was diſſolved in 
Luxury, and Intemperance, whil /t 
the French had the wit to take 
the Advantage of our negligence, 
by Encouraging Induſtry and Com- 
merces ( which all the while we 
were labouring to overthrow and 
undervalue , ) By which means, 


chiefly he is become ſo troubleſome ' 
to us, and ſo dreadful to ſome of 


our Neighbours. 

To ſtop this humour if wecon- 
ſider the many Millions Fraxce 
hath gained this way upon us, (as 
before alledged) we may obſerve 


on ) 


that as Trade in general is in- 
troduced by rational Methods , 
ſo it ought to be ſupportod by 
the ſame means, and it ſhould 
be fo in this caſe, that as Fraxce 
hath gained upon us in our Trade, 
partly by ſtealth, and openly by 
impoſing upon us, for the time 
paſt, ſo alſo we ought to conſider 
the fame for the future, and put 
no vallue upon their fancies, but 
more upon our ſubſtantial com- 
modities which are ſtaple, cea- 
ſing to Imitate their vain and 
waſtful Faſhions, for all other 
ways and means (were there a 
Peace) will be totally inſignifi- 
cant to us, for that Prince will 
not be held in by any other ways, 
unleſs ir be in that wherein his 
ſtrength lyes; which is Trade, 
(as before in ſhort hinted) for 
otherwiſe ( Samſon like) he will - 
break all other tyes of humanity, 
Gc. And we at length ſhall be 
made both poor and miſerable 
and tho' there is nothing (ſpeak- 
ing generally) more certain , 
than that moſt perſons purſue 


thoſe things wherein they ſup- 
poſe their S eereſt doth confitt, 
yet 'tis as true that many times 
they are apt to miſtake the 
way to that Intereſt, and if fo, 
its a” maryel thoſe meaſures are 

2 


taken 
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taken that tends to their great 
and inevitable prejudice. 

That this is the caſe of too 
to many of our Engliſh Men in 
relation to France, woful Experi- 
ence proves, and nothing is more 
plain than matter of taQ, for as 
france and England about Forty 
Years ago had an equal Trade, 
ſuppoſing in vallue two Millions 
of Pounds per Annum each from 
other, ſo it is as true that within 
thoſe few laſt years (even before 
the War) the Trade of the 
Engliſh Woollen ManufaQtuary 
was prohibited in France, but 
the Importation of French Com- 
modities were rather more in- 
creaſed into England, that this 
1s ſo isnot to be denied, but how 
it is ſo, I ſhall endeavour (with 
ſabmiſſion ) to demonſtrate, but 
before I come to ſpeak of chat in 

general, would crave leave to be 
| particular only in the County 
of Xent, where the great mib 
chief is, and where I meet 
with the greateſt oppoſition, 
whoſe People always pleads the 


loſs to them by hindring the - 


Exportation of Wool, I will 
therefore ſtate the caſe thus , 
viz.) That there was only Xent 


in Emgland that did produce 


Wooll, and admit that there 
grows Yearly 6000 Packs, and 


'this County o 
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admit to- be worth 10 /. per 
Pack, which amounts to 60000 /. 
and ſuppoſing tor Arguments 
fake, that if it were freely ex- 
ported (as defired by ſome) it 
would raiſe the price. 4o s. per 
Pack, which amounts to 12000 /, 
whereas if the ſaid Wool was 
wholly Prohibited, and fully 
Manufaftured in England, and 
ſuppoſing in Xen, and there ex- 
ported to France, and the fame 
valued at 579999 I. in the par- 
ticular ſorts (as I have elſewhere 
more enlarged, ) before its put 
on Board, let us now therefore 
compare the pom and loſs of 

Kent, (viz.) The 
Wool with its ſuppoſed - ad- 
vance_ vallued at 72000 /. and 
Manufa&tured to be vallued at 
579999 1. ſo that the County 
of Kent would loſe 5e2999 /. 
by that Trade: but I would 
come a little nearer to'the Gen- 
tlemen in XAent, being owners 
of Wool by the Sea-ſide, and 
admitting for arguments .fake , 
that the Land there would ad- 
vance 104. per cent, per Annm 
more then in other parts, and 
ſuppoſing that one Gentleman 


had in value two or 300 Þ. per 


Annum , by the Sea-fide, and 
the ſame Gentleman had two or 
3ocol. per Annum, in an Ieland 
Country 
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Country that depends upon 
Trade, and that for want of 
Trade thoſe Rents were abated 
20 /. per cent, I have no need to 
ask who was the loſer; for 
what would it fignifie to ad- 
vance 10 /, per cent, per Annum 
on the Lands by the Sea-ſide 
in Xent, ina ſmall Farm, and 
loſe 20 on the Lands in 8a 
great one in the Z»/axd Country, 
but more eſpecially when that 
loſs we in England ſuſtain by it, 
proves double the advantage to 
France, our Mortal Enemies 
Country, for thither principal 
if not only and to the French 
Kings Dominions our unwrought 
Wool is Tranſported z I would 
upon this accompt cloſe this 
Parragraph, with the preamble of 
that Act made in the 24th Year 
of King Charles the IT. Prohibi- 
ting the Exportation of Wool : 
( viz.) In theſe three reſpefts, 
Firft for the ſetting on Work the 
Inhabitants of this Realm , Se- 
coudly for the Improving the Na- 
tive Commodities of this Country, 
to its beſt fulleſt, and utmolt uſe, 
and Thirdly that the pt 15 of 
accruing hereby might redound , 
to the Subjefts of this Kingdom, 
and. not to the Subjefts of For- 
reign « Realms as hitherto, and 
as it would and otherwiſe muſt do. * 
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' Altho* I have formerly oft 
refleted and ſometimes hinted 
at our miſchiefs, for want of 
conlideration, what is the true 
and real Iatreſt of Exg/and, and 
the neceſſity of putting thoſe 
good Laws in Execution, and 
alſo repeated ſome part of 
Letters writ from ſome of our 
Merchants then living in Flanderss 
yet-I would crave leave at this 
time, and in this place to. 1n- 
cert one particular Letter that 
came to my hands in the Year - 
1670, Dated at Lile the 6th, of 
April, 1670. Informing us that 
they then gave out that they 
could make as good Mannfatturs 
as ours, and that they were got 
into away of making a low Ren 
of Cloth called Serge-Deberry , 
which comes as cheap as Northen 
Cloth, But made of Engliſh Wool, -- 
and that they bad then made [0 
much as to be able to Cloath @ - 
great number of their Army: 
And in another Letter from the 
ſame perſon, Dated the 5th, 
of March 1671, writing of the 
great quantities of Wool Impor- - 
ted. into the French Kings Do- 
minions, he adds «nleſs ſome were 
made examples there would be con-- 
tinual abuſes ; about which time 
I did proſecute ſome Offenders, 
and. gave ſome ſtop to it av I 
'B; "t fad 
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had done three Years before , 
which is confir-med in the fame 
Letter, (wviz.) There wu a City 
not Five Leagnes from this, called 
Tourney , a place renowned for 
the making all ſorts of Stockings 
of Wool, its not above Twenty 
Tears ago that they betook them 
ſelves to make the Worſted Hoſe 
a Trade, which in my minority 
was conſiderable » from London , 
its not above three years ago, that 
there was a ſcarcity of Kembed 
Woot here in this quarter of the 
Country, and ſeveral of thoſe 
Stocking Merchannts came here 
to buy ſome, I told them, that ſuch 
ſeverity was then uſed in England, 
as People were mad to adventure 
( which was the time I firſt be- 
gay to prevent it) which put the 
eople of Tourney on a reſolution 
ro draw up a requeſt to Monſreur 
Colbert, that he would make a 
defence of all Engliſh Manufafture, 
fince they in England had put a 
flop to the Exportation' of their 
Wool, to the great prejudice of 
the Manufaflure of their City, 


after which thoſe of this Town 
joyned with them, and ſo came a 
ſtep to the Trade which we enjoyed 
. for ſome time, ſo that. you can 
eafily . ſee how inſenſibly thoſe 
Dover and Canterbury Tranſ- 
porters draw the Kingdoms bearts 
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blood from them; I could add 
much more of the great benefit 
our Neighbours recerve from it 
which proves an abſolute ruige , 
but I gueſs you can as eafily com- 
prebend my meaning, as if 1 bad 
further enlarged: In a word, 
France rejefs our Fabricks at 
this Tay , preſuming that they 
ſhall never want our Wool to make 
th:ir own fantaſtick Fabricks , 
which are fo variable, as puts a 
great ſtop to t.e Garrant demand 
that uſed to be of our more ſolid 
Fabricks, for they will pretend 
to give the mode to all the 
IVorld, aud fo by this means in 
time all the World, will be dif- 
guſt with our Fabricks, when by 
conſequence they ſhall receive the 
mode from France, confider of this 
I pray that ſo there may be ſome 
ſpeedy remedy z, 1 ſhall hear take 
leave to repeat part of another 
Letter from the fame perſon a 
little before mentioned, ( v7z. ) 
Some of our Engliſh Men have 
the Reputation of betraying their 
Father for Two-pence , it's no 
marvel then” that _ they will te- 
tray their Country; And as this 
was wrote to me above Twcnty 
years ago, (which I alſo then 
Printed) ſo & late action which 
I ſaw my felf, confirms the 
ſame temper in ſome Engliſh 

| Clothiers, 
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Clothiers, as well as others con- 


' trary to the common Proverb ) 


it's a ſory Bird that defiles his 
own Neſt, and being upon re- 
cord, and my ſelf both an Eye 
and Ear witneſs to the main part 
rhereof, I ſhall venture to relae 
the matter of Fact, and make 
ſome obſervations thereon, be- 
ing partly in my Poſt obliged 
rhereunto : That as I have ot- 
ſerved the Treachery, and falſe- 
neſs of ſome of our En2/i/; Men 
for the ſpace of Twenty Years 
and upward, to contribute ſo 
much to the ſetting up the Woo!- 
len Manufacture in Fraxce, by 
furniſhing them with our Wool, 


ſo to difcover the ſame Temper, * 


hath viſibly appeared, not-only 
in ſome Engii/h Men, but alſo 
in Clothiers themſelves, by coun- 
renancing the .Exportation of 
Fullers-Earth to Hard, to com- 
pleat. their full Improving the 
Woollen Manufa&ure in that 
Country , who appzarei, not 
only as witneſſes to prove a Ne- 
garive { againſt many poſirive 
and ſubſtantial Witneſſes) but 
rather ated like Soliciters, and 
Advocates for 7721land, then for 
Enlands Tatreſt, at two ſeveral 
Tryals is the Exchequer, as alſo 
at ſeveral] Committes of the 
Houſe of Commons, the conſe. 
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quence of which muſt be wholly 
to deſtroy the Engliſh Woollen 
Manufacture, and conſequently 
Trade it felf, and ro promote a 
Foreign Intereſt, 

It may be looked. upon as 

Monſtrous, that any Eng/i/h 
Clothter ſhould with fo much 
Induſtry endeavour to ruin their 
own Trade, either for a Muint 
gain or private Friendſhip to 
any other perſon, and had not 
I been both an Eye and Ear Wit- 
neſs, I ſhould not, could nor, 
nor_durſt I be fo bold thus to 
charge any Man, but am ſo ten- 
der of Perſons as not to name 
them, fearing the Poor People 
might pull down their Houſes a- 
bout their Ears, when >»their po- 
verty « is ſo great for want of 
Work, 
Tho! this charge being in ge- 
neral as to perſons, yer I ſhall 
adventure to be particular in the 
mitter of Fact. (vz.) 

Therc having been for ſome 
Years ſeveral parcels of ClayShipt 
oft trom Erzg/and to Holland,” in 
the name of Potters Clay, and 
ſome Years paſt, an Officer of 
the Cuſtoms made a ſeizure of a 
Veſſel Loaden with it, as belic- 
ving it to be fulling Clay, but 
the ſaid Officer being poor was 
not able to deal with the Pro- 

prietor, 


prietor, was forced to deſiſt z 
and fo it continued to be Ex- 
ported, till about the Month 
of January, 1692, There being 
three Veſſels Loaden with the 
faid Clay, and Ry-ding at Ancor 
in the River of. Thames, and 
entred in the Cuſtom Houſe of 
London, to be Exported thence 
to Holland, as Potters Clay, but 
ſome of the Officers being jea- 
lous that it was Fulling Clay, 
or ſcowring Earth, made a ſtop 
of it, and it coming to the Ears 
of the Searcher, whoſe ſaid 
Office it is to look after the 
ſame, it being as well Fellony 
in them to ſuffer it ro be Ex- 
ported (if it were Fulling Clay,) 
as in the Exporter, which Offi- 
cers being as well Men of ſome 
_— aS Experience in their 
Office ( before any ſeizure was 
made to give the Merchant any 
needleſs | trouble) cauſed Ex:- 
periments to be made of the 
ſaid Clay ar ſeveral places and 
times, and found it to be a very 
good ſort of Fulling Clay, upon 
which Experiments they cauſed 
the ſaid Clay to be Landed, and 
put into their Majcſties Seller , 
or Warehouſe, and ordered the 
ſame to be laid in three diſtin 
places, and then Exhibited an 
Information in the Court of 
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Exchequer againſt the Merchant 
for one of the ſaid Ships Load- 
ing, on the Statute of XII. Gar. 
which: makes . the Forfeiture 
three Shillings in the Pound, 
( as it is Fellony by the XIV. of 
the: fame King, and the Officer 
is at Liberty to Proſecute up- 
on which Statute he pleaſeth , 


but not on bothz) and tho' the 


Forfeitures was ſo great, yet the 
Officers were ſo tender of ruin- 
ing the Merchant, that in caſe 
he would not continue Export- 
ing of it, they would not take 
the Advantage off the Forfeit- 
ures, but he declining that offer 
the ſaid Officers did prepare for 
Tryal; and in order to have 
more Experiments made of it, 
I was amongſt others deſired to 
take a parcel thereof out of the 
Warehouſe, - which I did, and 
kept in my - poſleſſiion until I 
had made an Experiment of it 
in the Country , in the preſence 
of about Ten Clothiers and 
Fullers, and found it to be better 
Earth for their uſe than any that 
thoſe Clothiers or Fullers had 
uſed, upon which Experiments 
the ſaid Officers brought it on 
to a Iryal in Hilary Term 
i692, And notwithſtand there 
were above Twenty Witneſſes 
produced viva woce ,. and the 


Clothiers 
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themſelves ( upon 
which the Experiments were 
made) were brought into Court, 
yet the Jury found it for the De- 
fendant, the coullor for the 
Verdi being, that tho' Skow- 
ring Earth was named in the 
Title, yet it was not in the body 
of the AQ. 

That after this Verdi& the 
Clothiers that were then preſent 
Petitioned the Queen in Council 
to order a Second Tryal, upon 


Clothiers 


another of the Ships Loading, - 


and although there were ſeveral 
other Experiments made not 
only at the ſame Mills as be- 
fore, but alſo in more remote 
places, (viz. ) In Somerſet, Glo- 
cefter, and Worceſterſhires ; from 
which places Twenty ſeven Per- 
ſons were then alſo. produced, 
and the Cloths upon which the 
Experiments were made, not 
wirhſtanding which, yet-it had 
the fame fate as the other Tryal 
had, the conſequence of which 
will be very prejudicial not 

in its ſelf, but alſo in the 
ſeizures of Wool, and tho' thoſe 
Officers were able to bear the 
charge of near three Hundred 
Pounds, yet its a great queſti- 
on whether any others will be 
at fuch vaſt expehce to adventure 
to run ſuch risks, for uncer- 
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tain gain (tho' it hath been fa- 
milliar to me) which will be 
very bad to the Nation in the 
end. 

I ſhall fay the leſs here upon 
this head, becauſe I have en- 
larged upon it elſewhere, wherein 
alſo I have in ſhort hinted ſome 
of the obſtruftions and oppoſiti- 
ons, I have met withal in this 
Aﬀair, as thoſe Officers have in 
this about Earth. | 

And tho' I am now growing 
Old, having ſpent almoſt 1 hirty 
Year, in the prime and ſtrength 
of my time, (with much hazard 
coſt and pains) and tho' in rea- 
ſon, I cannot expe& my ſelf to 
live and fee its tull effeCts, yer 
I hope to dye in the Faith that 
others may live to ſee England 
again flouriſh, and yet I would 
not omit any thing worthy of 
Imitation tho' in an Enemy, and 
therefore will relate one projet 
of the Freach King. who hath 
within this Forty Years cauſed 
a Nurſery of Young Oaks to-be 
raiſed in a great part of Brittain 


that are now well grown for a 


Proviſion of Shipping againſt a- 
nother Generation, which piece 
of good Husband like policy does 
both ſoftly call us rhither to nip 
his future Ships in the bud (the 
fame way to beat him at the 

C Sea 


Sea for hereafter ), and loudly 
upbraids the: ncligence of us now 
in England, whole poſtcrity'mult 
nceds complain of this preſent 
Age, that contents its ſelf not 
with the provicence of our Pre- 
deceſſours, but are rather ina 
prodigal and careleſs way of de- 
ſtroying that which they took 
ſo much carc and pains to E- 
rect, | 
© And then another Advantage 
France hath over us 1s to en- 
courage Induſtry, and diſcourage 
the contrary (viz.) to pay well, 
and puniſh well, when as the 
contrary is toomuch in uſe at. 
this time, 

I dread to name my fears ( if 
we are yet careleſs ) if E»giand 
that hath been ſo famous to all 
the World, ſhould now be given 
up to ruin, and be a prey to 
the French King, and thereby a 
ſcorn and a by word to the 


World, by the Evil praCtices of 


its own Natives, |whereas were 
we unanimoufly true to our real 
Engliſh Intreſt againſt the com- 
mon Enemy, we need not fear 
all the World. - But on the 0- 
ther hand, if we perſiſt in that 
careleſs way , ( and prefer pri- 
vate Intreſt ) ſo much in uſe a- 
mongſt us; what miſery may 


be juſtly expected by us, when 
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we are ſo inſenſible of that 
Train that hath been fo lon 
laying by the French King's In- 
treſt, to blow up thoſe good 
Foundations ( which have been 
long laia by our Noble An- 
ceſicrs) of all our Eng/i/h Li- 
berties, and Properties ; or to 
expoſe us to a lingring Con- 
ſumption, by a long and coſtly 
War. 

Give me: leave here to men- 
tion what thoſe perſons that 
are chiefly the Inſtruments of 
the great miſery we are expo- 
ſed unto, which conſiſts of three 
ſorts, (viz.) Firſt, Such as are 
Penſioners to France; pays 4 
Such as that nothing is valu- 
able with, or pleaſing but French 
Modes ( whoſe number is too 
great;) and Thirdly, Such who 
are employed to conveigh thoſe 
Commodities from France, now 
at this rime to England notwith- 
ſtanding 'the War,, which are 
all betrayers of their own Coun- 
try. And tho' this Treachery 
be plealing; ro, arid. deſirable by 
cur Enemies ( for which they 
may well laugh at us,) yer the 
parties ſo doing carinot but ex- 
pet to be hated by our very 

emies, even the Frezch them- 
ſelves, cf which we may obſerve 
ſomething of the like in former 
times 


(19) 


times (v/z.) In the Reign of 
King John : As that. King had 
intruſted the . Defence of the 
Famous Cafile called Yalle de 
Royal in France, (then under the 
Engliſh Government ) to two 
of his Nobles, that he thought 
he had confidence in, yet thoſe 
perſons, when the French King 
Phillip ſet down betore it, be- 
fore one Stone of the Caſtle was 
ſhaken, or any of their Men had 
loſt the leaſt hair of their Heads, 
they Diſhonourably Surrendred 
the Fortz for wluch Treachery 
(tho fo profitable to the Enemy 
yet) he commanded them. to 
be Fetter'd in Chains, and baſely 
intreated in cloſe Friſons, till 
they had dearly redeem'd their 
Liberty. But on the other hand, 
in that ſtory, *ris pitty to omit 
an Inſtance of the Loyalty, Fi- 
delity, and Reſolution , of the 
Lord Delacy, (Governor of ano- 
ther Engl:/þ Garriſon in France) 
who having received of King 
FJ-ha the Culiody of that goodly 
Caſtle Rock Andley, did bravely 
bear of the Siege, and power of 
King. Phillip of France, and his 
Hoſt, almoſt a whole Year, yet 
they could never make entry 
upon them ; but were repulſed 


with ſlaughter, till his Proviſion 


of Victuals being ſpent, he called 


his Souldiers together, encourag- 
ing them, that it was more noble 
for” Souldiers to Dye Fighting 
than Famithing, and together 
with their own Lives, to Sacri- 
fice to their Countries Honor, 
the blood flaugatred Enemies. 
Whereupon fiercely Sallying forth 
with his Refolutes, after a blody 
ſhambles, made in the mydſt of 
his 'belegers ; he was by Mul- 
titude over-born and taken, But 
1n regard of his Exemplary Faith 
and proweſs in maintaining his 
charge, he was by King Phz/ips 
expreſs command (tho' an Ene- 
my) Honourably uſed, and with- 
out reſtraint of a Priſon z yet this 
very*King Fhllip ( juſt as Lews 
now) ſhortly after uſed ſuch In- 
ſtruments to get other _ places ; 
that he firſt corrupts them, that 
they might corrupt others to de- 
feftion, with great rewards, and 
greater promiſes, that he might 
in time obtain the £n2/1þþ Diad-m 
from King John; ( which was 
very near obtained at that time ) 
in the mean- time go Ro»ay, and 
ſo all Normordy, which had been 


in the hands of the Enzl1fh X 1NgS, - 


(viz) King F bn and his Prede- 
ceſlours, about 'Two hundred 
Year ; and no leis Treacherouſly 
dealt Phillip the Prexch King 
with them, when he caught tem 
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Sea for hereafter ), and loudly 
upbraids the: ncligence of us now 
in England, whole poſterity'mult 
nceds complain of this preſent 
Age, that contents its fclf not 
with the proviceace of our Pre- 
deceſlours, but are rather in a 
prodigal and careleſs way of de- 
ſtroying that which they took 
fo much care and pains to E- 
rect, | 
And then another Advantage 
France hath over us 1s to en- 
courage Induſtry, and diſcourage 
the contrary (viz.) to pay well, 
and puniſh well, when as the 
contrary is toomuch: in uſe at 
this time, 


I dread to name my fears ( if 


we are yet careleſs ,) if £»giand 
that hath been ſo tamous to all 
the World, ſhould now be given 
up to ruin, and be a prey to 
the French King, and thereby a 
ſcorn and a by word to the 


World, by the Evil praCtices of 


its own Natives, |whereas were 
we unanimoufly true to our real 
Engliſh Intreſt againſt the com- 
mon Enemy, we need not fear 
all the World. - But on the 0- 
ther hand, if we perſiſt in that 
careleſs way , ( and prefer pri- 
vate Intreſt ) ſo much in uſe a- 
mongſt us; what miſery may 
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be juſtly expected by us, when 


we are ſo inſenfible of that 
Train that hath been fo long 
laying by the French King's In- 
treſt, to blow up thoſe good 
Foundations ( which have been 
long laia by our Noble An- 
ceſicrs) of all our Eng/i)h Li- 
berties, and Properties; or to 
expole us to a lingring Con- 
ſ{umption, by a long and coſtly 
War. | 
Give me- leave here to men- 
tion what thoſe perſons that 
are chiefly the Inſtruments of 
the great miſery we are ex 
ſed unto, which conliſts of three 
ſorts, (viz.) Firſt, Such as are 
Penſioners to France; end, 
Such as that nothing is valu- 
able with, or pleaſing but French 
Modes ( whoſe number is too 
great;) and Thirdly, Such who 
are employed to conveigh thoſe 
Commodities from France, now 
at this time to E:g/and notwith- 
ſtanding 'the War, which are 
all betrayers of their own Coun- 
try. And tho! this Treachery 
be pleaſing; to, arid. defirable- by 
cur Enemies ( for which they 
may well laugh at us,) yet the 
parties ſo doing carinot but ex- 
pet to be hated by our very 
emies, even the French them- 
ſelves, cf which we may obſerve 
ſomething of the like in former 
times 
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times (viz.) In the Reign of 
King John : As that. King had 
intruſted the , Defence of the 
Famous Caſtle called Yalle de 
Royal in France, C then under the 
Exgliſh Government) - to two 
of his Nobles, that he thought 
he had confidence in, yet thoſe 
perſons, when the French King 
Phillip ſet down betore it, be- 
fore one Stone of the Caſtle was 
ſhaken, or any of their Men had 
loſt the leaſt hair of their Heads, 
they Diſhonourably Surrendred 
the Fort; for wluch Treachery 
(tho ſo profitable to the Enemy 
yet) he commanded them. to 
be Fetter'd in Chains, and baſely 
intreated in 'cloſe Priſons, till 
they had dearly redeem'd their 
Liberty. But on the other hand, 
in that ſtory, *ris pitty to omit 
an Inſtance of the Loyalty, Fi- 
delity, and Reſolution , of the 
Lord Delacy, (Governor of ano- 
ther Eng/i/þ Garriſon in France) 
who having received of King 
F-hs the Cuſiody of that goodly 
Caſtle Rock Andley, did bravely 
bear of the Siege, and power of 
King - Ph:1lip of France, and his 
Hoſt almoſt a whole Year, yet 
they could never make entry 
upon them ; but were repulſed 


. with ſhughter, till his Proviſion 


of Viftuals being ſpent, he called 


his Souldiers together, encourag- 
ing them, that it was more noble 
for” Souldiers to Dye . Fighting 
than Famifhing, and together 
with their own Lives, to Sacri- 
fice to their Countries Honor, 
the blood flaugitred Enemies. 
Whereupon fiercely Sallying forth 
with his Reſolutes, after a blody 
ſhambles, made in the myzdſt of 
his 'belegers ; he was by Mul- 
titude over-born and taken. But 
in regard of his Exemplary Faith 
and proweſs in maintaining his 
charge, he was by King Phz/ips 
expreſs command (tho' an Ene- 
my) Honourably uſed, and with- 
out reſtraint of a Priſon z yet this 
very*King Fhllip ( juſt as Lews 
now). ſhortly 'after uſed ſuch In- 
ſtruments to get other _ places ; 
that he firſt corrupts them, thar 
they might corrupt others to de- 
feftion, with great rewards, and 
greater promiſes, that he might 
in time obtain the E»2/:þ Diad-m 
from King John; ( which was 
very near obtained at that time ) 
in the mean- time go Roay, and 
ſo all Normondy, which had been 
in the hands of the Enz/1fh rings, - 
(viz) King F bn and his Prede- 
ceſlours, about 'Two hundred 


Year ; and no lefs Treacherouſly 
dealt Phillip the French King 
with them, when he caught tem 
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with the Trap of gloſſing prot- 
fers, cauſing without delay their 
Cities goodly Walls to be utter- 
ly demoliſhed, and giving ſtrit 
charge” never to be built again : 
It may not be amiſs to relate the 
occalion why Normondy was- ſo 
ſoon loſt to the French (and there- 
by afterwards Lewis Phillips Son 
to come here, as by and by more 
of Lewis ) when King Fohn had 
notice of the French Kings deſign 
on Nurmondy, he prepared a very 
great Army, and Sps accord- 


ingly to Tranſport them, and. 


when ready to- Embark, Hubert 
then Biſhop of Canterbury (that 
he might faciliate the French 


Kings deſign) prevented that en- . 


terpriſe, threatning Excommunt- 
cation from his Holineſs at Rowe, 
if heattemptsd it: Thelike have 
been by ſome others. done, by 
hindring our attempts upon the 


Freach, when opportunities have 


been offered ; but ro return by 
King John's being hindred from 
going to France, and looſing ſo 
much expence here, and his In- 
treſt in Normondy ; by which 
means and his adhearing to Rome, 
the Barons War began, which 
gave opportunity for the French 
King + hillip to put in Execution 
what he did aim af before, (v7z.) 
The Crown of Exz/and, and to 
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that end his Son Lewzs (being 
invited) came over withan Army, 
and after great celirudtion by 
that War,as King John was going 
from Lynn, in Norfolk to give 
Lewis Bactle, as he was palling 
the waſhes in Lincoln-ſhire, with 


| his Army in thoſe Sands, all his 


Carridges, Treaſure, and Pro- - 
viſion { himſelf and his Army 
hardly eſcaping) were-Irrecovyer- 
ably loſt z many likewiſe were 
the. grievances into- which the 
Barons the mean while were 
pluoged,to ſee their Native Coun- 
try thus horribly Matlacreed , 
their own Caſtles, and Poſleſſj- 
ons ruined by the King, and 
which bred in them moſt Anxity 
their Faithful ſervice ( in their 
Faithleſs adherance) not ſo re- 
ſpeed by Lewis as he and their 
foreruning hope had promiſed 
them, while he conferred only on 
his French, all ſuch Territories 
and Caſtles, as the hand of 
Victory had lent him, bur their 
diſircls were yet greater than 
thoſe their jealouſies could com> 
prehend, till a Noble French. Man 
( Vicont- de Modan»). a Van of 
uu eſteem with Lewzs, havin 
is Soul in his Sicknets deadiy 
wounded with the Sin of his 
Health, deſired private confer- 
ence on his Death-bed in Londox, 
with 


i 


with thoſe Engiiſh- Barens, to 
whom Lewis had committed the 
Cuſtody of that City, to whom 
he imparted, what lamentable 
deſolations, and unſuſpeQed 
ruines hung over their Heads; 
for that Lewis with ſixteen other 
his chief Earls and Barons, wu here- 
of himſelf was one, ( avowing it 
on the Salvation of his now de- 
parting Soul), had taken an Oath, 
if ever. Englands Crown was ſet- 
led on his Head, to Condemn 
unto perpetual Exile, all ſuch as 
now adhered to him againſt King 
John, as Traytors to their Sove- 
reign, and all their Kindred in the 
Land utterly to Extirpate, So 
Coucelling them timely to pre- 
vent their miſery, which by the 
ſudden Death ef King Fob», and 
Crowning Henry the Third was 
accompliſhed, and then LZews 


was forceit to be gone, - which- 


had not King John been taken 
away ſo ſoon, great miſery had 
then befaln England. 

I would upon this occaſion 
crave leave to look back and” con- 
ſider how ſeaſons and opportuni- 
ties, have been negleRed to have 
given that common Enemy of 
mankind a very great check, and 
freed England from thole lofles, 
lately in our Turky-Ficer, and 
and fears of more, who knows 
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how things may be for the future, 
or who may hereafter call any 
thing their own, things are ſo 
uncertain whether we believe ir 
or no; I with I may be deceived 
in my fears. 

I would upon this occaſion (as 
being not Impertinent) recite a 
paſſage that the Turkiſh Hiſtory 
affords us z (viz) That at the 
taking of Conſtantinople by Ma- 
homet the Great, at which time 
the Riches of the Conquered 
were no better then poverty, and 
beauty worſe than deformity ; 
but to ſpeak of the hidden Trea- 


ſure there found paſſeth credit. 


The Turks themſelves wondering 
thereat , whereof if ſome parc 


had in time been beſtowed up- 


on the defence of the City, the 
Turkiſh King had not ſo eaſily 
taken both it and the City. But 
every Man (as now here ) was 
careful how to encreaſe his own 
private wealth, few or none re- 
garding the publick ſtate (its ſtill 
our caſe) until in fine every 
Man with his private abundance, 
was wrapped together with his 
needy Neighbour, in the felf 
{ame-common miſery ; yet the 
ſecurity of the Con/tantinopolit ans 
was ſuch, that tho' being always 
environed with their Mortal Ene- 
mics, yet had they no care of 

C'y Fortefieing 
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Fortifying of ſo much as their 
Inner Wall of the City, but 
ſuffered rhe Officers which had 
the ciarge of it to convert the 
greateſt part of the Money into 
their own Purſes, as appears by 
one Manuel Geogrius, a little be- 
fore a very poor Man, and like- 
wiſe -by Neophils an Officer, 
who had in a ſhort time gathered 
together Seventy Thouſand 
Florens, which becometh a wor- 
thy prey unto the greedy Turks. 
Upon the whole matter I muſt 
conclude, thar if our Intreſt, 
and the Glory of our Nation be 
things of value, I humbly fub- 
mit- to better Judgments, whe- 
ther the things betore mentioned 
duly conſidered, and timely Im: 
proved be not the propereſt way 
to promote the one, and preſerve 
the other, | 
If it be granted by the wiſeſt 
of Lawyers, that a miſchief is 
better than an Inconvenience, 
ſome Men ought ( it ne- 
ceſlity requires it) to ſuffer, ra- 
ther than ti;e whole Nation. 
Suppoſing alſo that our Ma- 
nufactures, and the encouraging 
of it, is tae main and chief (if 
not the ſole and only Intreſt of 
the Nation) then no Intreſt be- 
ſides can, or ought in reaſon to 
to fland in compoſition with it ; 


( 21 ) 


which if it ſhould, it is ſimply 
impoſſible, that either our Trade, 
and Navigation ſhould be 'pre- 
ſerved, which muſt and will 
certainly and effetually bring 
an utter deſtruQion both to the 
Commerce, Strength, and Shiping 
of this Kingdom. 

We' have ſmall reaſon to ex- 
pe& our Neighbours (who are 
now our Rivals )* ſhould help 
us, or pitty us, when we do 
wilfully contribute to the ruine 
of our ſelves, and may (if we 
will) either prevent it, or cafily 
remedy_it. 

And indeed if our all bein 
at ſtake (I, mean the very intref 
of the Nation it ſelf ) will not 
move us 'to alter ' our general 
Temper,lI think it would be very 
Impertinent to inſiſt upon leſler 
Arguments. ' 

And therefore, though it 
would be for the Intereit of the 
Nation greatly, to arreſt this oc- 
caſion ( I mean the ctcapneſs of 
Wool, and War with France ) 
to beat out the Frexch in their 
Foreign Trade, of our Manu- 
tactures, and by underſelling 
them at lcaſt abroad. 

And though this might now 
more eaſily te done then ever, 
ſecing- uur Manufatture is Im- 
proved of late Tears, in the 

7 goodneſs 


"nels, 


goodneſs of it ; and might ſoon 
(if we would not be wanting to 
our ſelves) be brought to an ab- 
ſolute perteCtion. 

And though it be but equal and 
and juſt to torbid the Commodi- 
tics of France (had we Peace) who 
did refuſe (before the War) to deal 
with us for our Woollen Manefa- 
Aures, or by Exorbitant, and Arbt- 
trary Impoſitions laid upon them, 
did in Efte&t Prohibit them ; and 
though the doing of this, 1s but 
agreeable to the Rules of Juſtice, 
and to the Laws of Nations, and 
of Commerce. 
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Though alſo it cannot be denied, 
that it may be conſiſteat with the 
publick Good of the Nation, to 


make ſumptuary Laws, and to re- 
train the Exceſs that is at preſent 


amongſt us, yet. I moſt humbly 
crave jcave to ſay, That this is 
bur like the taking much pains, to 
ſtop the Leaks of a Barrel, and 
let the Liquor run out of the Bung, 
while we negle& the main Foun- 
dation, viz. The Publick Intereſt 
and Benefit of the Common- 
Weal in general to promote any 
ſingle and private Deſign. 


= 


POSTSCRIP. 


A ND. tho' I have 1a the foregoing Lines, in general, ſtated the Gains of 
X. France from England, within theſe Thirty Years; and tho? I have alſo 
in thort named the County of Kent, by ſtating a Caſe to be compar'd Profit and 
Loſs ; yet I ſhall here crave leave to be more particular therein, Viz. 

Thar the Citics of Exun and Norwich (alone) Exported to France in Serges, Per- 
Fetuances, and Stockings, the Value of Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds Sterling 
per Annum'; and from Dorſetſhire great quantities of Bays and Cottons, not only 
made in that County, but alſo in the Welt of Sommerſet : And from Southampton 
great quantities of C/th-Raſhes made there and at Rumſey, were Shipp'd oft to 
France. From Hull, great quantities of Tork-hire-Kerſies and Lancaſhire-Bays, 
were Exported thence,befides wha: was Ship'd oftfrom London, of all thoſe forts 
before mention'd, and alſo Broad Cloth, Welch Cottons, &c. in fo much, that 
a Merchant of my Acquaintance in that City, had Commiſhon for the buying 
up the Vahic of Fry. T houfand Pounds Sterling per Annz»m ; and, if One Man 
had Commitſion for ſo much, .we may rationally conciugde, That others might , 
be conſiderable, beſides our own Merchants in London, that had Factors there it 


France 
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— 
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Fr2ce; all wich Trade were loſt before the War was begun with that Kingdom, 
which was principally the Efe&t of the Exportation of Woo!. 

Having been thus particular in the Damage we have already receiv'd by 
Fratice, through our Negligence, I ſhall alſo crave leave to give a few Inſtances 
amonglt many of my Endeavours, to prevent it, viz. That by the Obſervarions 
I had made in the Year 1667, and'part of 6B, of the Craits and Deſigns of 
Frazce (as formerly more at large appearcth) I humbly Propolcd to the Jate ' 
King Charles the Sccond, ſ{eyeral things that ro me ſeem'd the molt conducive 
to hinder ſo ill an Efie&, and to reſtore our Trade to its former Flouriſhing 
Condition ; which being referred to the Corncil for Trade to Examine, they up- 
on hearing of my Propoſals, were pleaſed ro Teſtifie their Approbation, by 
their Report, z:z. 


*F HEREAS in purſuance of an Order of this Board, of the 
D 20th of November laſt, Reterring to the Council of Trade the 
*Propotols of William Carter, for preventing the Exportation of Wool, the 
ſaid Counc i having returned their Report to the Board, That having 
*Diſcourſed with the faid W//;am Carter, and ſuch other Perſons, as they 
*thought capable of giving them any good Information, touching this 
*Matter, they find the Exportation of Woot 15 of a deſtructive Conſe- 
<quence to the Trade of this Kingdom; and that rhe iame hath grown in- 
*to Practice, as well by reaſon ot the Doubtfulneſs and Proviſions in the 


«Statute made in the 12th Year of His Majeſties Reign, Prohubiting the 
*Exportation of Wool, as by the Neglect and Renulſineis of Officers, 1n not 
*putting the Laws m Execution. | 

White-Hall, Council-Chamber, The Second of April, 1669. 


Purſuant to which Report, Sir O/ando Bridgman, the Lord-Kee: er, in the bx- 
sinning of the Year, 1669. brought into the Houſe of Lords a Bill to Explain 
{ome Words in the Statute of the 12th Car. II. Which are Explain'd in an A& 
lately made in the preſent Reign. 

Which Bill I have Solicited ; and during my Attendance, was I:form'd b 
One of their Lordfhips (yet Living) That- One Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
were offer'd for leave ro Export Woo! to France, which Deſign tho? (by ſome lucky 
Accident) did not take Eftet. Yet that Intereſt fo far prevaiPd, as to get me in- 
to Priſon, only for Printing ſome Reaſons of my Proceedings, on pretence of 
wanting the Form of a Licence ; and during my Impriſonment, the Bill before 
mentioned, was ſo much Clogg'd as to miſcarry ; 'notwithſtanding which, I pro- 
ceeded un the interyal of ParZaments to Watch the Sea-Coaſt ; and tho' age 
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the Merchants in Caffice and their Coreſpondents here, a conſiderable Purſe of 
Money was Collected, and Lodg'd at Dover to wage War with me (which I te't 
ro my Coſt) yet I (o far ſucceecied, as to put a great ſtop to that impondine Mit- 
chict, by diſcovering divers of the Exporters, and Profecuting them on Two (- 
veral Statutes, vis. That of-t1c- 12th Car. I}, which makes the Forfeirnres 
Three? Shillings rer Pound, betries rhe 01/7; and che other of tlie 14th of whe 
{ame King, which makes it Captral; of which ] ſhall here incert an Abfrat of 
of a Report and Cerrihcate, and of a Letter from F/anders, Confirming the 
FfteRts of my Profecutio:, nowwithltanding the Defefts of the Laws ſuprosd ; 
and irft from a Second Report trom tie are I ord Chief Baron,Sir Eizard Turn-y, 
ro King Charles the Second, in thete Words, viz. 


May it'pleaſe your moſt Excelent Majeſty,” in Ofedience to Your Mijefies Second 
Order of Reference, bearing Date the 29th of Deceraber 11j#, I have Con'dered of 
the Matter to me Referred, and have Diſcourſed with the Petitioner about his Charges 
&c. in Proſecuting the Tranſporters of Wool z whereby it appears, That daring this 
Four Years lift pat, wherein he hath brought into Tour Maj#fties Exchequer abort 
Eight Hundred Pounds mie than in former Tears had been Receivd, but there be 
many more Informations (fill depending, if provid, may bring in a greater Sum ; but 
without ſome Supply at pre/ent from Tour Majeſty, he will not be able to froceed 
with them. January 3. 1671. Edward Turcor. 


Upon which Report I had Three Hundered Pounds paid me towards my 
former Expence, which was almoſt Eight Hundred Pounds, of which I then 
Expended about T wo Hundred Pounds in further Proſecutions that Year, ſome 
of which were at the Aſizes, as appears by the Abſtract of a Certificate, viz. 

Theſe are to Certifie, That at ths General Goal-Delivery ho/den at Maidſtone in 
the County of Kent, the 12th f March, 1671. Edward Nichols Mariner, was 
Convitted of Felony for Tranſporting of Wool. Atid that on the Firft Day of Auguſt 
1572, Thomas Knight, Nicholas Davis, azd Thomas Stoner, were Convitted of 
Felony fr the like Offence ; 21d that \WNilliam Carter did on his Majeflies behalf 
4ttend the reſpetive Trva's of the ſazd Nichols, Knight, Davis, and Stoner, far 
the reſj eftive Felomns aforeſaid, and did manage the Evidences -againſt them, and 
thereujon cauſe them to be Proſecuted and Convitted for the ſaid Felons aforeſaid. 

Given under my Hand the 22th of April, 1676. Tho. Lee Clerk of the Alles. 

And as thoſe Perſons were Convitted as aforeſaid ;ſo there were about Twenty 
more Continued, and bound over to the next Afhzes ; but an ACt of Grace dij- 
charg'd the ſaid Offenders at that time; - and ſome Officers Compounding with 
thoſe Proſecured in te Fxeheguer, that gave Encouragement to the Offenders 
afterwards to continue that cyil Practic* ; but by the aforeſaid Proſecutions, a 
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ercat ſtop was then made to the ſaid Exportation, as may appear by a Copy of a 
Letter writ to mc from Li/te, Dated March 167+. vis. | 

There is a City not Five Leagues from this, cated Tournay, a Place Renowr?'d for 
the making of all forts of Stockings of Wool ; it's not long ago, ſince that there 
was d ſcarſity of Wool in this Quarter of the Countrey, and ſeveral of thoſe Stocking- 
Merchants came hither to buy ſome ; Ttold them, That juch Severity was wd in Eng.- 
land, that People were mad if they did Adventure. 

So that it's apparent, the Law was not fo defeCtive as *tis {uggeſt'd, bur the 
Proſecution being vigorous,a ſtop may be made thereuntozas another Inſtance may 
be given by and by in the late Reign. 

Thar upon thoſe Proſccutions, - Complaint was made to Monſieur Cohert, by 
the Woollen-Manufafturers at Lill: and Tournay (in French-Flanders) That a 
ſtop was put to their Gaintul Importation ot Eng/iſh and Ir! Woo! ; which 
being by him repreſented here in Eng/and; the Afiiſtance I had from King Charts, 
in Veſlels at Sea, and Horſe, as my Guard at Land, was rccatled (as well as my 
Impriſonment, before-mention'd.) ſo I was forc'd to deſiſt. 

That in the Years 1676 and 1677, the French Intereſt continued ſo much to 
prevail, under a Diſguite. That when the Par4ament was endcavouring to pal 
an AC to prohibit all French Commodities, to preyent the Growth of France”; 
nevertheleſs comes out a Paper in Print to inyalidate all my Endeavours, and 
in the Front of which, I was ſomewhat Expoſed. The Title was, Reaſons for a 
limited Exportation of Wool. The Introduttion runs thus, viz. Reftetting ufon 
the great Miſery of this Nation, by the Cheapneſs of Wool, and thinking of ſome 
Remedy, found my Deſign oppoſed by ſeveral Pamphlets, under the Name of W. C. 
&nd chiefly by one he calls England's Intereſt. T have here endeavoured to winnow 
his handful of Cotn; from abundance of C hf, I repl?d ( 4s before hinted) and 
fruſtrated that Deſign at that time; as alſo another Deſign the followingTear, in leſſen- 
ing the Penalties of former Aits. 

In the Year 1684, I was again mgunonſe by divers Eminent Merchan ts, Fa- 
Ctors and Clothiers, to proceed in tnat Service; and tho? thoſe great Oppoſitions 
{ met with, werea ſufficient Diſcouragement, yet I proceeded, and by my Carc, 
a conſiderable Check was given to thoſe Evils, in cauſing near 3oo bags of 
#01 to be Seized and Condemned, and much more caſt oyer-board into the 
Sea, and Twenty Freuch Veſlels, beſides ſome Eng/iſh, to be alſo Taken and 
Condemn'd ; infomuch, that Woo! riſe at that time in Ca/lice, above Jo per 
Cent. Which occaſion'd a further Complaint againſt me from the French Em- 
baſſador, to the Jate King Fames, who was pleagd himſelf to tell me of ir, and 
to hear my Anſwer to that Charge, as before appears. -% 
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That afterwards, continuing to Proſecute ſome. of- the Exporters, I was A/. 
faulted in my Lodgings at Rarney and Lidd, Two leveral Nights, one after ano- 
ther, and ſome of my Men dangerouſly Wounded ; and the Day foltowing, 
going to Rye, was purtued by aboye One Hundred Horſe-Men, and was forced 
to leave my Horſcs on the Sea-{ide, where One was killed, and the reſt taken, 
and my Self and Men narrowly Eſcaping,as appears by the following Afdavits 


ABSTRA CTS of the Afﬀdavits of ſeveral Perſons Emplbyed to pre» 
vent the Tranſportation of WOOL, &c. 


AMES IWE BB and fohn Edwards, being Employed to prevent the Tranſ- 
portation of #007, was on the 11th inſtant December, required to Execute a 
Warrant from the Lord Chiet Juſtice,againſt ſeveral Exporters,Jiving in and abour 
Runney, and afterwards being informed, that there was delign'd that Night 39 
packs of 1/00/tobe ſhipp'd off, of which they delign'd to Seize 3 but to prevent 
their Intentions, theſe Deponents, with ſome others, wete Arreſted with feign'd 
Actions : That on the 12th came about Twenty of the Exporters with Arms, 
being led on by John Slghter, one of the Perſons taken up the Day before, on 
the Bid Warrant, and bound over to the Affizes ; upon which Mr. Carter ſent 
ro the Mayor to diſperte thoſe Perfons, and keep the Peace ; which Mayor be- 
ing a Favourer of the ſaid Exporters, refuſed, ſo we was forc'd to keep our Lodg- 
ing for ſeveral houts, *cill one of the Jurats, and a former Dealcr with Mr. Carter - 
had prevaird with the Mayor, to diſperſe the ſaid Slaughter and Company, 
and then we went to Lydd, where they were Afſaulted twice that Evening, and 
ſome of us dangerouſly Wounded; and afterwards about Twelve a Clock that 
Night, came to our Lodging a great Company, both of Horlc and Foot, bring 
ſeveral Shot, and threatning of us ; and had not Mr. C.rter dilwaded us from. 
firing upon them, there had been much Blood ſpilt that Night. 

Tic next Day, theſe Deponents, with Mr, Carter and Company, were fur 
ſued rowards Rye, by a great many Horſe-Men; and had not there been Boats 
to take them in, we might have been deſtroyed. Fohn Edwards farther faith, 
There being two of our Company left with the Horſes to go over the Ferry, 
were purſued by the Horſe-Men, which -forced thoſe Men to get into a Boat, 
and leave the Horles on the Beach ; one of which were killed, and the reſt 
taken. 

ames Atkins ſaith, That he ſaw a party of Horſe, the 13th inſtant December, 
follow Mr. Carter and his Affitance, intending, as he belieyerh, to do ſome Miſ- 
chicf to-them ; for that they fired at them, as they got into a Boat, ſome of 


the Bullets dropping by the Boat-ſ1de. 
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Pot Ser Mariner, maketh Oath, That being Employed in a Velel to pre- 
vent the Exportation of '00/, was on the 12th of this inſtant December, required 
with others, to Attiit in the Exccurion of the Lord Chict Juſtices's Warrant a72int! 
ſey-ral Exvyorcers of Wool, living at Rumnrey, came that Lay to I zdu, in order wo 
0 to Rze, on board their Vellel then Iving at Anchor there, and abour Eight 
or Nine of tne Clock coat Night, at the requelt of Mr. Carter, were going ro- 
; untcided to b- then 
'i raniporceds and as this Deponent and Company were going throum!1 tne 
Streer, they vicre {ct upon by ſeveral Perlons unknown, by whome tome of us 
were VWoun'c} after which time a great Number of 2.72: came to our Loigiag, 
firing ſevera: tir2%s at us, and alſo thrcatning of us. 

And the n2xc Day was purſued by a great Number of Horle-Men Arm'd; 
and ha nut tlic Boars belonging to leyeral Veſlcls rakcn us in,, we might have 
been ail d!Nroycy. 

Kanda! Gofſry maketh Oath, That on the 13th infiant December, there being 
a great Body of Horic on the Camber near Rye, the Magiſtrates ſent ſome Pcrto::s 
in a Boat, to diicovcr who they were, and underitood they 1ntenaca fome Mi{ſ- 
chit to Mr. Witham Carter, and his Athitance, who had taken up ſfoine Perions 
for Tranſportation of Yoo/; theſe Horie-Men following them to falt, that Mr. 
Carter's Men could not get their Horſes over the Ferry, but lete them on the 
Camber-Point ; and being afterwards ſent by the faid Mr. Carter to look after 
the Horſes, went as far as Lidd, where one S$/zghter own'd the Horics to be in 
his Cuſto:ly, and would keep them for Damages pretended to be done him by the 
faid Mr. Carter ; And further ſaid, that his Name was $/anghter, and a Slunghter 
he ſhould find of him; and that others then in Company of the ſaid S/aughter 
ſaid, That they would Sccure his Body, and ſome others his Soul ; for that 
neither was his own. | 
Turat coram me Trefime, 

Die Decembres Anno. 


Dom. 1688. 
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John Spaine Mayor 


Theſe are al! True Copies of the Original upon Record, here Examined by me 


Henry Darington Town-Clerk, and Pablick Notary of the Artient Town of 
Rye, in Suilex. 


This Deponent maketh Oath, That upon the 13th Day of Dere-»ber 1688, 
He was importud by James Hunt and othcr "Tranſporters of Joo? abou Runney, 


ro purſue Mr. 1}1izm Carter, who ſuddenly after met with a great Number of 


Men, about One Hundred, - who went after the ſaid Mr. Carter -and his Men 
owards 
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towards Rye; and had they not gone into ſome Boats, Mr. Carter would have 
received ſome hurt; for many of the Exporters were Deſperate Fellows, not cating 
what Miſchief they did. 
" William Ralph. 
Furat coram Jo. Moore, Mayor, Septemb. 1. 1690. 


Heſe are to Certifie, That the aforcfaid Aﬀidavits are all True, being pre- 
ſent, and an Eye Witneſs of all thoſe Tranſattions : For that I going along 
with Mr. Carter from London, to ailiſt him in the execution of the Lord Chict 
Juſtices's Warravt againſt ſeveral Perſons which were taken in the Fa&, as they 
were going to Export Woo? in the Night-time; ſome of whom, o free thera- 
ſelvcs, difovered others, to the number of about T wenty : And whereas it wasa 
very difficulc thing to take up thoic Perſons, they generally having the Counte- 
nance of their Ncighbourhood, the ſaid Mr. Carter, having ſeveral Veſlels un- ' 
der his Charge aid Care to look aftcr, and prevent the fab Exportation, ſome 
of them Riding near Rye, he directed about T welve Seamen to mect him art 
Rumny, and to come in there Four in a Company in the Night-time, to kcep + 
his Delign private, and the next Morning placed T=o at cach Door, in the Street, 
ro prevent the Eicape of the Offenders, and then required the Conſtable to keep 
the Peace in the Execution of the ſaid Warrant, which was the occaſion of the 
Mayor being a Favourite of the Offenders, refuſing to take Notice of the Per- 
ſons that came the next Day to Aflault Mr. Carter and his Company, being Jed 
on by John Slaughter, one of the Perſons bound over to the Affize, iwho had the 
Repute of a very dangerous and deſperate Man, and an old Tranſporter; and 
the Night after, the Exporters were bound over to the ſaid Afize, he was en- 
deayouring to cauſe a Mutiny amongſt the Seamen Employed by Mr. Carter. 
The next Day when we were preparing to leave Ramney and go to Kye, the 
faid Slaughter, with his Aſhiſtance before-mentioned, in James Webb and John Ed- 
wards Aﬀidaved we were forc'd to ſtay about ſix hours in Rxymney, beforc we 
could ſtir out of our Lodging, and then it was we eſcaped, by the [atereſt Mr. 
Carter had in one of the-Magiſtrates that he had formerly deaPd with for 1Yoet; 
and when we came to Lidd, the ſame Eyenin gy \7o above three Miles from 
Rumney, we met with ſome Perſons near the 'T own, Riding out, which we under- 
ſtood were preparing for Tranſportation of Foo that Night, which afterwards 
proved true ; for when the time came, about Eight or Nine a Clock, our Com- 
pany went out, ſome on Horſeback and ſome on Foot, deſigning to go to the 
Sea-fide and endeavour to preyentthem; and as foon as we were out of our Lodg- 
ing, we were fired at by ſeveral Perſons unknown , and my ſelf being upon Mr. 
Carter's Horſe (which was well known) was in particular ſhot at, but they miſgd 
me, the Bullets coming oyer my Head,which we ſawthe next Day $x'd ina Beany 
| of 
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of the Barn, ſeveral of our Company being Wounaci: Mr. Carter diſwaded us 
rom going further at that time, becaule they knew our Strength, but we did 

not know theirs; ſo they had the liberty to accompliſh their Deſign that Night, 
and at their return trom their Work, about Tweive of the Clock that Night, 
their Company then appearing by the very Ligat that rheir firing made, to be 
a far greater Company than ours ; neyerthelels, it Mr. Carter had not then uſcd 
lome Arguments to the Seamen he had for his Afhitance, they would have been 
Revcng'd for the Wounds they had receiv'd the Evening betore, tho they had 
loſt their Lives in it ; for thoſe Exporters Challeng'd us, ſaying, Come out you 
Dogs, the Owles (viz) the Wool-Flyes. The next Morning Mr. Carter. having 
ſent to ſome of the Houſes of thoſe Perſons he was informed were the Ofignders, 
and found their Horles in the Stables, and the Boots lying very Dirty, conclnded 
they were in Bed, ſo we haſted away altogether, till we came nzar the Sca-f1de, 
and then Mr. Carter and James Web, before-nam*d, and my lclt, did Ride be- 
fore (leaving Two Horlſcs to carry the Wounded Men) that the Boats might be 
ready to take them in belonging tothe Ships, and my ſelf and one more ſtaid with 
the Horles to go to the Ferry ; bur ſo it fel] out, 'that we Riding by the Sca-lide, 
ſaw a Hogſhead floating, which we got upon ſhore, which proved to be 1/hite- 
Wine, which was advantageous-to us: that tho* our men had broactra ir, yet their 
Company that followed, ſtaid to drink it up, by which means all got into Boats, 
but my ſelf, and he with me that had the Horſes, very narrowly elcaping ; for 
we had not time to take off all the Saddles and Bridlcs, our Adverſaries firing 
at us, the Bullets falling by the Boatr-{ide, whereby we were fotced to leave our 
Horles, being Five, to their mercy, who killed one of them which could not leap, 
the reſt got away, bur were afterwards taken by them, and kept for ſome time, 
till the Mayor of Rye wrote to: them about it, and ſo we had our Horſes again 
much hurt. Afterwards Mr. Carter having diſcovered many of thoſe Rioters, 
Indifted them at the next Aﬀaizes, aizd the Bill was found againſt them z bur be- 
fore next Atfize, an A# of Grace palt, after which time when they were Diſ- 
charged by the Ati# of Grace and Pardon, they Impriſor'd ſeveral of thoſe Per- 
ſons Emploved to prevent Exportation of Woot, on frivilous pretences, and de- 
tain'd them a long time before they could be remoy'd by Habens Corpus, one of 
which being my own Brother, who fell Sick and Lame, during his Abode in that 
.Countrev, aad is ſince Dead; and others undone, and torc'd to quit this Service. 


TIEN ROBERTZ7 TOOKET. 


FINIS. 


